


for funding the amount of $10,000 for an engineering and environmental feasibility study
of 0.9 miles of the Groton portion of the former Peterborough and Shirley Railroad bed
currently owned by MBTA.

At this time the town of Townsend is working on converting their portion of the same
railroad bed to a rail trail. Upon completion of both sections, this would allow
pedestrians, bikers, skiers, and other non-motorized trail users to travel from Townsend
center along the Squannacook River toward West Groton. On the way they have the
option to connect to the existing trail system known as Thrown Hill, which offers
additional and extensive opportunities for outdoor recreation nearby. It allows traveling
as far as Fitch’s Bridge with a future possibility to connect to the Groton town center.

The Nashua River Rail trail has shown us that the moderate grade and smooth surface of
a rail trail attracts dozens of recreationists each day. Hikers, bikers, skiers, and families
with small children enjoy not having to watch out for cars while exercising. We are
convinced that upon completion the Squannacook River rail trail would attract a similar
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TOWN OF GROTON
Groton Conservation Commission
173 Main Street
Groton, MA 01450-1237
(978) 448-1106
Fax: 978-448-1113
e-mail:bganem@townofgroton.org

July 19, 2007

Robert DeGroot, Chairman
Community Preservation Committee
Town Hall - 173 Main Street
Groton, MA 01450

RE: Squannacook River Rail Trail Feasibility Study

Dear Mr. DeGroot:

At a meeting on Tuesday, July 10, 2007, the Conservation Commission voted unanimously to
support the Community Preservation Committee application for funding in the amount of $10,000 to
begin an engineering and environmental study of .9 miles of the former Peterborough & Shirley
railroad bed in Groton currently owned by the M.B.T.A. Traveling through some of the most scenic
forested and riparian landscape in W. Groton, this rail trail could provide many of the same
recreational opportunities currently enjoyed on the Nashua River Rail Trail. Users of all ages take
advantage of the rail trail — from runners, mothers with babies in backpacks or strollers,
kindergartners practicing their biking skills in safety, people confined to wheelchairs, dog walkers,
roller bladers, equestrians, bicyclists, to senior citizen exercise groups — a rail trail is a tremendous
asset to a very broad spectrum of the community.

Experts have identified obesity as one of the most significant public health issues of our time.
Readily accessible rail trails provide opportunities for exercise while also giving residents a chance
to enjoy our region’s natural resources and to meet and connect, enhancing the sense of community.
Expanding Groton’s trail network to link with adjoining towns, such as Townsend, will provide the
public an alternative to getting in a car to seek distant recreational opportunities.

The phased planning outlined in the proposed feasibility study is comprehensive and thoughtful. The
Commission urges you to look favorably upon this application for Community Preservation funding.

Sipcerely yours,

Barbara V.
Conservation stant
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Groton Greenway Committee
Groton Town Hall

173 Main Street

Groton, MA 01450

Groton Community Preservation Committee
Groton Town Hall

173 Main Street

Groton, MA 01450

To Whom It May Concern:

The Groton Greenway Committee supports the Community Preservation Act proposal to
fund a preliminary engineering study to convert a portion of a former railroad bed -
between the Bertozzi Wildlife Management Area in West Groton and the Townsend town
line into a recreational trail. ‘A portion of the proposed study area abuts wetlands adjacent
to the Squannacook River.

This pro;ect corresponds very closely with two of the Greenway Committee’s interests
for the Town. We seek to conserve space for water quality/quantity, wildlife habitat,
farms, forests and recreation. We also are interested in protecting, sustaining, and
connecting lands as corridors for wildlife habitat and as a trail linkage for recreational
use. This project will provide an open space for recreation that lets users appreciate the
land, including greenway portions, around them.

The Greenway Committee believes that this kind of project raises awareness about
conservation and water resource areas and provides a net benefit to the community. We
support this $10,000 proposal for the Groton portion of a preliminary engineering study.

Sincerely, ! -

Groton Greenway Committee

Mpaian ShLa e | ;DWQ%’

Marion Stoddart David Manugl
Co-Chair _ Co-Chair
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Stewardship Committee
Squannassnt and Petapawag Areas of Critical Environmental Concern
592 Main Street, Groton, MA 01450-1230
Tel: 978-448-0299

Www.squannassit.org

July 16, 2007

Community Preservation Committee
Town of Groton

Town Hall

173 Main Street

Groton, MA 01450

To Whom It May Concern:

The Stewardship Committee of the Squannassit and Petapawag Areas of Critical
Environmental Concern strongly supports the proposal to fund a preliminary engineering
study to convert a portion of the old “Peterborough and Shirley Railroad” line in West
Groton, so that it can be used as a recreational trail. We understand that this trail will
become part of the “Squannacook River Rail Trail”. The rail bed in question is 0.9 miles
in length. It extends from north of the Bertozzi Wildlife Conservation Area in West
Groton, to the Groton-Townsend town line.

The Squannacook River Rail Trail Friends organization is carrying out fundraising and a
preliminary engineering study for the 2.4 mile portion of the rail trail from the Groton-
Townsend town line to just east of Route 13 in Townsend Center. If possible, it would
make sense for the two towns to combine their studies so-as to save money.

The Stewardship Committee feels that a well-designed and constructed rail trail would be
a significant benefit to the residents of West Groton and Townsend, in particular. The
rail trail will further everyone’s appreciation of the spectacular environment in this area
by making it safe and easy for them to enjoy the out of doors. We believe that this i in turn
will lead to greater public support for protecting the environment of this area.

Sincerely,
Rick Muehlke
Coordinator

Stewardship Committee
Squannassit and Petapawag Areas of Critical Environmental Concern
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